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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the present application. No 
new matter has been added to the present application. Claims 1-47 have been rejected in the 
Office Action. Claims 1, 7, 12, 14, 18-21, 24, 27, 30, 34, 36, 38, 40, 41, and 43-46 have been 
amended, no new claims have been added, and claims 3, 4, 17, 25, and 47 have been canceled in 
this Amendment. Accordingly, claims 1, 2, 5-16, 18-24, and 26-46 are pending herein. Claims 
1, 2, 5-16, 18-24, and 26-46 are believed to be in condition for allowance and such favorable 
action is respectfully requested. 

Objections to the Drawings 

The drawings were objected to in the Office Action as allegedly failing to comply 
with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) which states: "The same part of an invention appearing in more than one 
view of the drawing must always be designated by the same reference character, and the same 
reference character must never be used to designate different parts." The Office Action indicates 
that reference characters "22," "64," and "82" have been used to designate "processing unit;" 
reference characters "26" and "86" have been used to designate "user interface;" and reference 
characters "84" and "70" have been used to designate network interface. See, Office Action, p. 2. 
Applicants respectfully point out that the noted reference characters do not refer to the "same 
part" but instead refer to "different parts." In particular, reference character "22" refers to a 
processing unit for a central information system 20 , reference character "64" refers to a 
processing unit for a caregiver portable computing device 60 , and reference character "82" refers 
to a processing unit for a device micro-server link 80 . Additionally, reference character "26" 
refers to a user interface for a central information system 20 and reference character "86" refers 
to a user interface for a device micro-server link 80 . Further, reference character "84" refers to a 
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network interface for a device micro-server link 80 and reference character "70" refers to a 
network interface for a caregiver portable computing device 60 . Each of the above-noted parts 
are different parts of different devices, and as such, different reference characters are used. 

The drawings were also objected to in the Office Action as reference characters 
"248" and "258" of FIG. 10A are not mentioned in the Specification. The Specification has been 
amended herein to include mention of these reference characters. Applicants respectfully submit 
that the amendment to the Specification introduces no new matter. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the objections to the 
drawings based on the remarks and amendments provided herein. 

Objections to the Specification 

The Specification was objected to as reference character "238" in paragraph 
[0075] should be reference character "328." Appropriate correction to the Specification has been 
made herein, and Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the objection to the Specification 

Amendments to the Claims 

Claims 1, 7, 12, 14, 18-21, 24, 27, 30, 34, 36, 38, 40, 41, and 43-46 have been 
amended in this Amendment. Care has been exercised to avoid the introduction of new matter. 
Amendments to claims 19-21, 27, 34, 38, 40, 41, and 43 have been made to correct minor 
typographical errors or correct the dependency of the claims. Support for the amendments to 
claims 1, 18, and 24 may be found in the Specification, for example, at fj[ [0039], [0042], 
[0043], [0064], FIG. 4 and FIG. 12. Support for the amendments to claims 7, 12, 14, 30, 36, and 
44-46 may be found in the Specification, for example, at f][ [0050] - [0056], [0065], and [0078]. 
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Rejections based on 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-5, 11, 24-29, 34-36, 38, and 40-44, and 46 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102 as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,857,716 to Gombrich et al. 
("Gombrich"). Additionally, claims 6-10, 12-23, 30-33, 37, 39, 45, and 47 stand rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Gombrich in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,781,442 to 
Engleson et al. ("Engleson"). Claims 3, 4, 17, 25, and 47 have been canceled herein rendering 
the rejection of these claims moot. Additionally, independent claims 1, 12, 24, 36, 45, and 46 
have been amended herein to further recite novel and nonobvious features of embodiments of the 
invention. Applicants respectfully submit that Gombrich and/or Engleson fail to describe, teach, 
or suggest the features recited in independent claims I, 12, 24, 36, 45, and 46, as amended 
herein. 

Referring initially to independent claims 1 and 24, the claims have been amended 
to recite features directed to allowing a caregiver to access caregiver data that includes assigned 
tasks for that caregiver . In particular, a caregiver identification device may include a caregiver 
identifier for identifying a caregiver, and a central information system may include caregiver 
data that includes assigned tasks for the caregiver and may associate those assigned tasks with 
the caregiver identifier for that caregiver. See, e.g., Specification, 1 [0039] and FIG. 4. 
Accordingly, the caregiver may use a portable information device and a caregiver identification 
device to access the caregiver's assigned tasks from the central information system. See, e.g., 
id., ff [0039], [0042], [0043], [0064], and FIG. 12. 

For instance, claim 1 has been amended herein to recite "a central information 
system containing . . . caregiver data [that] includes assigned tasks for each of a plurality of 
caregivers." Claim 1 has also been amended herein to recite "a caregiver identification device 
including a caregiver identifier associating a caregiver to caregiver data for the caregiver in the 
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central information system, the caregiver data for the caregiver including assigned tasks for the 
caregiver." Claim 1 has further been amended to recite "a portable information device for 
collecting data from ... the caregiver identification device and for communicating with the 
central information system to access ... the assigned tasks for the caregiver." 

Claim 24 has been amended to recite a method that includes "receiving current 
patient related information from the central information system at the portable information 
device, the current patient related information including one or more tasks assigned to the 
caregiver." 

In contrast to the inventions of claims 1 and 24, Gombrich and Engleson fail to 
describe, teach, or suggest allowing a caregiver to access, on a portable information device, 
information regarding tasks assigned to that caregiver that are stored at a central information 
system. More particularly, Gombrich is directed to relating items with patents to ensure that 
items properly correspond with patients. See, e.g., Gombrich, Abstract. For instance, a bar code 
reader may be used to read a bar code on a patient identification device and a bar code on an item 
identification device. See, e.g., id., Abstract, col. 2, lines 5-32. A cross-check may then be 
performed to ensure that the item corresponds with the patient. See, e.g., id., Abstract, col. 2, 
lines 38-47. Gombrich, however, does not describe teach, or suggest a system or method that 
includes providing information from a central information system to a portable information 
device that includes assigned tasks for a caregiver. 

Engleson discusses a care management system that facilitates the administration 
of care for patients. See, e.g., Engleson, Abstract. In some embodiments of Engleson, the care 
management system allows remote access to a patient's records stored in a central file server 45, 
for instance, at a bedside CPU. See, e.g., id., col. 5, line 58 - col. 6, line 13. For instance, a 
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user may be able to access a real-time patient medication administration record (MAR) at a 
bedside CPU. Id. Although Engleson discusses providing remote access to a patient' s records, 
the reference is silent with respect to allowing a clinician to access the clinician's assigned tasks 
from a central information system as in independent claims 1 and 12. 

Referring now to independent claims 12, 36, 45, and 46, each of these claims has 
been amended to further recite features regarding caching information at a device link server 
and/or a patient link server. In particular, the device link server and/or patient link server may be 
used as an offline data store to provide secondary or redundant data storage capabilities to the 
central information system. See, e.g., Specification, ff [0050], [0053]. Information from the 
central information system may be cached at the device link server and/or patient link server 
such that the information is available to a portable information device even when the central 
information system is unavailable. See, e.g., id., ffl [0052] - [0056]. Additionally, information 
collected at a portable information device or a medical device may be cached at a device link 
server and/or patient link server even when the central information system is unavailable, and the 
information may be communicated from the device link server and/or patient link server to the 
central information system when the central information system becomes available again. Id. 

Referring initially to independent claim 12, the claim has been amended to recite: 
"wherein the device link server is available to receive and cache the information regarding 
actions performed with the identified medical device when the central information system is 
unavailable and subsequently communicate the information regarding actions performed with the 
identified medical device when the central information becomes available." Applicants 
respectfully submit that neither Gombrich nor Engleson describes, teaches, or suggests this 
feature in conjunction of the other limitations of claim 12. 



2690506v 1 



- 17- 



Appl. No. 10/684,820 

Reply to Office action dated August 13, 2007 
Amendt. dated November 13, 2007 

Independent claim 36 has been amended to recite: "determining that the central 
information system is unavailable; caching the information [from the portable computing device] 
on the patient link server; and when the central information system becomes available again, 
transferring the information from the patient link server to the central information system." 
Applicants respectfully submit that neither Gombrich nor Engleson describes, teaches, or 
suggests these features in conjunction with the other limitations of claim 36. 

Independent claim 45 has been amended herein to recite: "a patient link server for 
caching a patient record and task-related information for the patient from the central information 
system, wherein the patient record and task-related information for the patient are available from 
the patient link seiver when the central information system is unavailable, the patient link server 
also for caching information regarding actions performed with respect to the patient, wherein the 
patient link server is operable to cache the information regarding actions performed with respect 
to the patient when the central information system is unavailable and provide the information to 
the central information system when the central information system becomes available." 
Applicants respectfully submit that neither Gombrich nor Engleson describes, teaches, or suggest 
these features in conjunction with the other limitations of claim 45. 

Independent claim 46 has been amended herein to recite a method that includes: 
"processing the patient identifier and the patient link server identifier using the portable 
information device; communicating the patient identifier and the patient link server identifier to 
the central information system; associating the patient identifier and the patient link server 
identifier at the central information system; communicating patient-related information for the 
patient from the central information system to the patient link server; caching the patient-related 
information from the central information system at the patient link server, wherein the patient- 
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related information is available from the patient link server when the central information system 
is unavailable; prompting a caregiver to perform at least one ordered task on the patient in 
accordance with instructions provided through the portable information , the instructions being 
obtained on the portable information device from at least one of the central information system 
and the patient link server; and transferring information pertaining to a performed task from the 
portable information device to at least one of the patient link server and the central information 
system, wherein the information pertaining to the performed task is transferred from the portable 
information device to the patient link server when the central information system is unavailable 
and is subsequently transferred from the patient link server to the central information system 
when the central information server becomes available." Applicants respectfully submit that 
neither Gombrich nor Engleson describe, teaches, or suggest a method such as that recited by 
independent claim 46, as amended herein. 

As such, it is respectfully submitted that the Gombrich and Engleson references, 
either alone or in combination, fail to describe, teach, or suggest the limitations of independent 
claims 1, 12, 24, 36, 45, and 46 as amended herein, and, as such, claims 1, 12, 24, 36, 45, and 46 
are patentable over the Gombrich and/or Engleson references. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of independent claims 1, 12, 24, 36, 45, and 46 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). Independent claims 1, 12, 24, 36, 45, and 46 
believed to be in condition for allowance and such favorable action is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2, 5-11, 13-16, 18-23, 26-35, and 37-44 depend directly or indirectly from 
independent claims 1, 12, 24, and 36. As such, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejections of these claims as well. 
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CONCLUSION 

Each of claims 1, 2, 5-16, 18-24, and 26-46 is believed to be in condition for 
allowance, and a timely notice of allowance is solicited. Should it be determined that additional 
issues remain which might be resolved by a telephone conference, the Examiner is respectfully 
invited to contact Applicants' undersigned attorney. No fee is believed due in conjunction with 
this Amendment. However, if this belief is in error, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any fee which may be required to Deposit Account No. 19-2112. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/John S. Golian/ 

John S. Golian 
Reg. No. 54,702 

SHOOK, HARDY & BACON L.L.P. 
2555 Grand Boulevard 
Kansas City, MO 64108-2613 
816-474-6550 
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